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LTIOML  MEAT  TRADE  19^3 


WORLD  TRADE  IN  MEAT,  1953* 

Exporting  Countries     Importing  Countries 


(MILLION  POUNDS)  (MILLION  POUNDS) 

Other  579         New  Zealand  860  ^  Other  388 


Australia  696  Argentina  725  3,158 

TOTAL  4,102  MIL.  LBS.         TOTAL  4,147  MIL.  LBS. 

*INCLUDES  BEEF  AND  VEAL.  PORK.  MUTTON.  AND  LAMB.  COAT 
AND  HORSEMEAT.  ON  A  CARCASS  WEIGHT  BASIS 


Inports  during  1953  by  the  Lhited  Kingdom,  by  far  the  largest  meat  importer  in  the  world,  accounted  for  over  three 
fourths  of  the  meat  entering  international  trade.  British  meat  supplies  have  been  increasing  in  recent  years  due  to 
lEU-ger  home  production  and  increased  inportaticms.  However  consisnption  per  person  in  1953  was  still  sli^tly  under 
prewar. 

Britain's  meat  deficit  is  filled  largely  by  shipments  from  the  leading  surplus  producing  countries,  Denmark, 
Argentina,  Australia,  Uruguay,  and  Ireland.  In  recent  years  inports  from  Argentina  have  been  declining  but  imports 
from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  have  been  increasing. 

The  lhited  States  occupies  a  unique  position  in  meat  trade,  being  both  a  large  inporter  and  a  large  exporter. 
Liports  of  beef  are  usually  much  larger  than  exports.  For  the  first  time  in  history,  during  1953  more  pork  was  inport- 
ed  than  was  ejqxirted. 

More  than  a  fourth  of  Germany's  itiports  were  supplies  by  the  United  States  during  1953. 


SUIiiARY 


A  moderate  rise  in  the  Quantity  of  neat  ino'/ing  fi^on  exporting 
countries  and  a  sharp  increase  in  imports  by  the  Umted  Kingdom  were 
dominant  features  of  international  meat  trade  in  1953,  as  analyzed 
by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 

About  Uol  billion  rounds  of  meat  entered  world  trade  in  1953 
from  the  h$  countries  for  which  detailed  estimates  have  been  prepared, 
compared  with  3.9  billion  a  year  earlier  and  k  billion  in  19^1 »  Inter- 
national trade  in  meat  during  each  of  the  past  3  years  has  been  below 
the  19li6-.50  average  of  ho$  billion  pounds.    These  estianates  exclude _ 
the  relatively  small  transfer  of  meat  from  country  to  country  in  Asia 
and  the  trade  of  other  relatively  uniniportant  countries  in  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  by  far  the  largest  meat-importing  country 
cf  the  world  and  accounted  for  76  percent  of  all  meat  entering  inter- 
national trade  in  1953.    Imports  of  3»2  billion  pounds  in  1953  were 
almost  800  million  greater  than  in  1952  and  were  moderately  greater 
than  the  average  for  19U6-50j  they  \-jere  still  below  prewar  „  Although 
hone  production  continued  at  a  high  level  in  1953>  per  capita  con- 
sumption, which  was  limited  by  rationing,  was  still  considerably  below 
prcT-xar,    A  further  rise  in  imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  is  probable 
d-'oring  195U  T^rith  the  end  of  rationing,  even  though  home  production  is 
expected  to  increase  further o 


Meat  1/  :  International  Trade,  Averages  19U6-50,  Annual  1951-53 


Country 

Average 

or 

19U6-50  : 

1951 

:         1952  2/  . 

:        1953  3/ 

Area  : 

Exports 

:  Imports ■ 

Exports 

:  Imports 

'Exports 

:  Imports 

:  Exports 

:  Imports 

:Mil„lbs 

:  Mil. lbs: 

Miiabs: 

Mil, lbs 

iiaiolbs 

iMlclbs 

:mabs 

rFdl.lbs, 

K»  America  -  Total- 

-  aU3 

:      260  : 

362 

•      6^1  : 

•      368  : 

586 

.      279  • 

175 

United  States 

:      h09  ' 

219  : 

131  : 

.     1U9  i 

502'  ■ 

1U9 

:  il39 

Other  : 

I43I4  ! 

■  ia  : 

-231  : 

108  ; 

-219 

8U  ■ 

130 

'  36 

Europe  -  Total 

575  : 

3,932  : 

1.U5U 

•  2,892 

!    1,307  • 

2,862  < 

1,315 

:  3,599 

United  Kingdom  : 

2  ' 

3,033  : 

2 

2,3l;5  • 

:         2  • 

2,ii02  ' 

-  3 

3,158 

Other 

573  i 

899  : 

i,U52 

5U7  J 

1,305  : 

U06  ■ 

'  1,312 

hia 

U.  S.  S.  R. 

3/ 

:       67  : 

3/  • 

=  3/ 

:  ^ 

:  13 

3/  ; 

20 

Philippine  Republic    ' - 

:  17 

:  20 

9  : 

9 

South  America 

:  1,733  ' 

:       UO  ; 

'  1,157 

25 

55  : 

931  : 

21; 

Africa 

:     '  56  - 

23  : 

Ii5 

22 

>  ■  hi 

:       12  • 

-  21 

20 

Oceania 

:  1,273 

;    -989  ■ 

'  1,387 

1,556 

VJorld  Total  k/  5/ 

:  Ii,U80  : 

_ib339 

:  U5OO7  : 

'  3^610  ■ 

-  M50  j 

-3^537.: 

'  li,102  : 

Ii,lU7 

1/  A?l  meats  converted  to  a  carcass  weight  equivalent  includes  beef 
and  veal,  pork,  mutton  and  lamb,  goat  and  horse  meat;  excludes  live 
animals,  edible  offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry.    2/  Preliminary 
3/  Hot  available  h/  Revised  to  include  I4.5  countries  instead  of  kk 
countries  included  in  previous  summaries.    The  one  additional  country 
is  Northern  Rhodesia,  ^  Imports  do  not  balance  x-ath  c:q3orts  as  trade 
statistics  of  some  countries,  especially  small  importing  countries 
do  not  show  separately  meat  import  figures.    Also  in  postvrar  years 
some  co-'ontrics  have  not  published  trade  statistics. 


-  3  - 


Imparts  -       the  United  Kingdom  in  1953  were  about  10  percent 
below  the  193l|.~38  average,    Australia  sent  more  than  before  the  war 
tly  shipments  from  Argentina  were  considerable  below  prewar,  Australia 
was  the  largest  supplier  of  frozen  beef  sending  nearly  half  the  total. 
New  Zealand  was  by  far  the  largest  source  of  larab  and  mutton.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  imported  bacon  came  from  Denmark,    VJith  the  decline  in 
imports  from  ilrgentina  in  recent  years,  commonwealth  countries  have 
been  supplying  a  larger  share  of  Britains  import  needs.    Imports  from 
commonwealth  coimtrics  made  up  over  half  of  the  iraportcd  supply  in 
19^3. 

Total  meat  imports  by  countries  other  than  the  United  Kingdom 
during  19^3  were  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier  although  there  x>rere 
considerable  differences  for  individual  countries.    Imports  declined 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  home  production  increased  and 
prices  of  livestock  and  meat  declined.    Imports  declined  substantially 
in  France  as  surpluses  developed  from  the  increased  home  production. 
Imports  dropped  significantly  in  Italy o    On  the  other  hand,  there  was 
a  sharp  increase  in  shipments  to'Ucstorn  Germany  to  a  level  slightly  ' 
above  prewar.    Imports  by  Greece ,  normally  a  relatively  sma].l  ir.iporter, 
increased  materially  in  19^3?  mainly  due  to  increased  shipmnnts  of  beef 
from  the  United  States  which  were  financed  under  the  progr-axis  of  the 
Foreign  Operations  Administration,    Sweden  stepped  up  its  imports  to 
a  more  normal  level  from  the  lox^r  reached  during  19^2,    The  Union  of 
South  ilfrica  was  a  net  importer,    Russia  increased  its  talcings  from  the 
non-Communist  world  by  a  big  percentage* 

New  Zealand  was  the  leading  e:^orter  of  meat  in  1953 ^  as  in  the 
previous  year,  accounting  for  21  percent  of  the  total  entering  inter- 
national commerce.    The  c::portable  surplus  in  1953  declined  moderately 
from  the  record  of  a  year  earlier.    New  Zealand's  exports  continue  large 
in  195U  ■i>rith  record  numbers  or  livestock  on  farms  and  the  large  slaughter 
is  continuing*. 

Denmark  increased  ejq^orts  of  meat  over  the  previous  year  and  the 
1953  shipments  were  more  than  double  the  19U6-50  average.    The  large 
exports  were  made  possible  by  the  sharp  rise  in  meat  production,  chiefly 
pork,  since  the  end  of  ''Jorld  Har  II,    The  United  Kingdom  continues  to 
take  a  large  part  of  the  Danish  surplus  in  the  form  of  bacon  under  its 
existing  bulk-purchase  contracts.    Exports  from  Denmark  accounted  for 
over  18  percent  of  the  world  trade  in  meat  during  1953c. 

Meat  shipments  from  ."iLrgcntina  xrere  materially  greater  than  the 
small  shipments  of  1952  but  were  around  U5  percent  below  the  postirar 
average p    The  surplus  for  e:q3ort  has  declined  significantly  in  recent 
years  as  more  meat  has  been  consumed  locally  and  as  cattle  numbers  on 
foj?ms  have  increased.    The  supply  for  c:iport  during  19514-  continues 
small  as  meat  consuri^jtion  remains  large  and  prices  arc  controllede 
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E^qjoirts  fror.i  Av-Soralia  \rcrc  at  a  n  Gzrbrcncly  hi^h  level  in  1?53, 
".rcrc  3^  percent  hi^Iicr  ■'ci:?n  a  3'-epj.''  earlier,  and  ttoi'c  eov.al  to  21; 
percent  of  tl\c  record  neat  procliiction, 

Shipraembs  from  Uruguay  in  1953  were  somewhat  ^eater  than  a  year 
earlier  but  i^re  low  compared  \<r±th  both  the  prewar  and  the  postwar 
averages.    Production  of  meat  during  1953  was  above  average  (19U6-50) 
but  local  consumption  was  large.    Consumers  have  much. larger  incomes 
now  compared  xd-th  prewar  and  the  Government  has  been  controlling  prices o 
Uruguay  experienced  a  shortage  of  meat  in  the  principal  cities  during 
parts  of  1953  and  similar  shortages  persist  this  year, 

Poland  increased  e^qjorts  of  pork  to  the  non-Communist  world  sub- 
stantially during  1953^  reflecting  the  need  for  foreign  exchange,, 
Shipments  to' Britain  during  1953  totaled  133  million  pounds  on  a  product 
weight  basis,  consisting' mostly  of  bacone    Over  13  million  pounds  of 
pork,  mostly  canned  hams,  were  received  in  the  United  States,'  Exports 
during  1952  to  those  two  countries  totaled  lOU  million  pounds,  product 
weight  basis,  of  which  95  million  was  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdome 

Ireland's  meat  shipments  last  year  continued  at  a  very  high  level. 
Most  of  the  exportable  surplus  was  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  dropped  sharply  from  the  high  level  of  1952* 

Exports  from  the  United  States  last  year  continued  at  about  the  ■ 
level  of  a  year  earlier  but  were  materially  below  the  19U6-50  average, 
when  much  meat  was  sent  abroad  under  Government  foreign  aid  programs o 
Export  of  pork  during  1953  were  considerably  below  a  year  earlier,  partly 
because' of  the  relatively  high  pork  prices  in  the  United  States, 
However,  beef  c3cports  vjcrc  larger  than  in  1952  mainly  because  of  in- 
creased shipments  under  foreign  aid  programs. 


(A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  August  9,  1953 
issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets^ 


